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The purpose of this class is for students to examine people, places, and environments at local, regional, national, and international scales from the multiple perspectives of geography. Students will describe the influence of geography on past and present events with an emphasis on contemporary issues. The physical, political, economic, technological, and social processes that shape patterns in the environment that affect cultural patterns and influence political divisions are emphasized.
Class Expectations
Always be…
	Prompt:		Be in your seat when the bell rings. 
			Wait for teacher dismissal before leaving class, the bell does not dismiss you. 
	Prepared:	Bring all supplies: textbook, pen/pencils, paper, notebook. 
			Take care of all personal needs before class. 
	Polite:		Raise your hand and wait to be recognized to speak, get up, or leave the room. 
			Respect yourself, other students, and the teacher. 
	Productive:	Follow teacher instruction without comment, first time given. 
			Stay on assigned task. 
Consequences
If the expectations are not met…
1. Verbal warning 
2. Student-teacher conference 
3. Parent contact
4. Referral to Assistant Principal 
Required Supplies
Laptop-charged
Writing Utensil 
Spiral or Composition Notebook
*If for whatever reason, you are unable to purchase any of these supplies, please let 
Coach Burns know.+
Units of Study:  
1st 9 Weeks - Introduction to Geography, Geographer’s Toolbox, Population & Migration
2nd 9 Weeks – Religion, Ethnicity, & Language, Culture & Conflict
3rd 9 Weeks – Political & Economic Geography, Agriculture, Industry Part 1
4th 9 Weeks – Industry Part 2, Urbanization 
Textbooks
           The World Geography Textbook we will be using in class is: McGraw Hill World Geography.
(Students will also have access to an online textbook by McGraw Hill if requested or they can check one out through the school bookroom.)
Grading Procedures
Major Grades = 50% (Tests, Projects, Notebook Checks)
Daily Grades = 50% (Homework assignments, Class Activities, Notes, Quizzes
Announcements
All assignments, announcements and other communication concerning class activities will be done in two ways:
1. In class-I will communicate to each class as important dates are added to our class calendar.  
2. Schoology- Each student must join my Schoology Classroom page. Join codes will be given in each period. 

Absences
· It is the student’s responsibility to obtain and complete missing work when they are absent, lose the assignment, etc.! Extra copies of assignments will be available in designated missing works crates in my classroom and online in Schoology.
· For each day of absence, one day is allowed to turn in missed assignments.  
· The due date for make-up work depends on the number of days you were absent.  For example, if you were absent 3 days, you have 3 days to make-up all missed work.  
· Make-up quizzes and tests may be different from the original.  If you miss a test, you must take the test the day you return.  If you are absent the day a project is due, you must turn in the project on the day you return.
· If you are turning in make-up work after an absence, please complete the absent/late work form and turn it in with your assignment.
Late Work
· Late assignments will be penalized 10 points for the first day, and an additional 10 points for the second day, and another 10 points for the third day.
· After 3 days, assignments will not be accepted.
· Any assignment not turned in will count as a zero and will not be dropped.
· If you are turning in late work after an absence, please make sure you notify Coach Burns so that you are not penalized. 
Standards for Work
All assignments (done in class or home) must be original work and in your own words.  Any assignments that have sections copied from a written or online resource will receive a zero.  If students turn in identical papers on any type of assignment, the grade for the assignment will be divided by the number of students. 

Tutoring
Tutorials are Monday 6:50 am-7:20 am

Cell Phones/Technology Policy:
NOT SEEN, NOT HEARD, NOT TAKEN (per Ridge Point’s policy)
Cell phones and non-issued electronic devices should not be visible at any time during the class period. Parents: If you are concerned about not being able to get in touch with your child in case of an emergency, you can email me at any time and you can also call the front office to give them the message. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need additional information or if you have any questions.  My desire is to partner with you in helping your child be successful. I am hopeful that this year will encourage, empower, and equip your students to be lifelong learners that positively impact our community. 
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